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Planning Commission  
Minutes of the Public Hearing and Regular Meeting  
January 15, 2025 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 1 

DENALI BOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION 2 

DENALI BOROUGH OFFICE 3 

JANUARY 15, 2025 4 

5 

REGULAR MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARING 6 

CALL TO ORDER  7 

Presiding Officer James Ward called the regular meeting to order at 6:02 PM. 8 

9 

ROLL CALL 10 

Planning Commissioners present were: Baxter MERCER, Mark MENKE, James 11 

WARD, Steve JONES, and Susan BRAUN. 12 

13 

Mayor Chris Noel was also present. 14 

15 

Planning Commissioners absent were: Zach RUSSELL 16 

17 

Mark MENKE MOVED TO EXCUSE THE ABSENT MEMBER. The motion was 18 

seconded.   19 

20 

The VOTE TO EXCUSE PASSED by unanimous consent. 21 

22 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 23 

There were no public comments. 24 

25 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 26 

Mark MENKE MOVED to approve the agenda. The motion was seconded. 27 

28 

Mark MENKE MOVED to amend the agenda to hear New Business prior to Old 29 

Business. The motion was seconded. 30 

31 

The VOTE TO AMEND THE AGENDA PASSED by unanimous show of hands. 32 

33 

The VOTE TO APPROVE THE AGENDA AS AMENDED PASSED by unanimous 34 

show of hands. 35 

36 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 37 

Mark MENKE MOVED to approve the minutes from the November 20, 2024 Regular 38 

Meeting. The motion was seconded. 39 

40 

The VOTE TO APPROVE THE MINUTES PASSED by unanimous show of hands. 41 

42 

COMMUNICATION AND APPEARANCE REQUEST   43 

There were no Communication and Appearance requests to consider. 44 
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1 

REPORTS 2 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR REPORT 3 

Community Development Director Stephanie Ford reported the following: 4 

 Ordered reflective safety tape to have available for community events5 

throughout the spring.6 

 Working to prepare for the Health and Safety Fair coming up on March 27,7 

2025 at the Tri-Valley School.8 

 Submitted grant applications to support the separated pathways project and9 

wildfire mitigation project(s).10 

11 

BOROUGH PLANNER  12 

Denali Borough Planner Marsha Lambert reported the following: 13 

 Continues working with Renewable IPP. on their lease application.14 

 Continues to work with the Fairbanks North Star Borough to incorporate our15 

Denali Borough address system into their emergency dispatch system.16 

17 

MAYOR 18 

Mayor Chris Noel highlighted information provided in the attached written report 19 

(SEE ATTACHMENT A). 20 

21 

PLATS AND CONDITIONAL USES 22 

PC RESOLUTION 25-01: PRELIMINARY APPROVAL FOR THE ADEY SUBDIVISION 23 

PLAT 24 

Baxter MERCER MOVED TO APPROVE PC RESOLUTION 25-01. The motion was 25 

seconded. 26 

27 

There was discussion regarding the approval of a variance allowing a smaller lot than 28 

our code allows. 29 

30 

The roll call VOTE TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 25-01 PASSED with JONES opposed. 31 

32 

NEW BUSINESS 33 

REVIEW OF THE COMMUNITY & OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN 34 

Teresa Floberg, Al Guggisberg and Patrice La Vigne reviewed the Community & 35 

Outdoor Recreation Plan and described the process taken to develop this Plan. 36 

37 

Mark MENKE MOVED TO SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY & OUTDOOR 38 

RECREATION PLAN AS PRESENTED. The motion was seconded.  39 

40 

The VOTE TO SUPPORT THE PLAN PASSED by unanimous consent. 41 

42 

DRAFT CONDITIONS FOR THE RENEWABLE IPP LEASE APPLICATION 43 
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Jen Miller with Renewable IPP shared the feedback received regarding the project and 1 

indicated that they were working to incorporate some of that feedback into the lease 2 

application. 3 

4 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 5 

ROAD CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS 6 

Steve JONES MOVED TO INCLUDE LANGUAGE FROM THE COMMUNITY 7 

WILDFIRE PROTECTION PLAN RECOMMENDATION REGARDING 8 

TURNAROUNDS INTO THE ALIGNMENT SECTION. The motion was seconded. 9 

10 

The VOTE TO APPROVE THE MOTION PASSED by unanimous consent. 11 

12 

Steve JONES MOVED TO DELETE THE REFERENCE TO SPECIFIC FLOOD 13 

MAPS IN THE CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS TYPICAL SECTION. The motion 14 

was seconded. 15 

16 

The VOTE TO APPROVE THE MOTION PASSED by unanimous consent. 17 

18 

Steve JONES MOVED TO ADD THE WORDS “FLOOD PRONE” TO THE 19 

CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS TYPICAL SECTION. The motion was seconded. 20 

21 

The VOTE TO APPROVE THE MOTION PASSED by unanimous consent. 22 

23 

Susan BRAUN MOVE TO REPLACE THE WORDS “AN ENGINEERED DESIGN” 24 

WITH THE WORDS “AN ALTERNATE DESIGN”. The motion was seconded. 25 

26 

The VOTE TO APPROVE THE MOTION PASSED by unanimous consent. 27 

28 

Susan BRAUN MOVED TO REMOVE THE WORD “THAT” AND CHANGE THE 29 

WORD “ARE” TO “IS”. The motion was seconded. 30 

31 

The VOTE TO APPROVE THE MOTION PASSED by unanimous consent. 32 

33 

Mark MENKE MOVED TO CHANGE “THAT A STANDARD TYPICAL SECTION 34 

ARE NOT PRACTICLE” TO “WHERE A STANDARD TYPICAL SECTION IS NOT 35 

PRACTICLE”. The motion was seconded. 36 

37 

The VOTE TO APPROVE THE MOTION PASSED by unanimous consent. 38 

39 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 40 

Denali Borough resident George Haskins encouraged the Planning Commission to 41 

hypothetically use the Quota Subdivision to design and construct a road according to 42 

these standards and estimate a price for that project. 43 

44 

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 45 
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Commissioners expressed appreciation for a productive meeting. 1 

2 

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT TO THE ASSEMBLY  3 

Commissioner WARD offered to provide the Planning Commission report at the 4 

Wednesday, February 12, 2025, Denali Borough Assembly meeting at the Denali 5 

Borough Office. 6 

7 

TIME AND PLACE OF THE NEXT MEETING 8 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday, February 19, 2025 at 6:00pm at the Anderson 9 

City Hall. 10 

11 

ADJOURNMENT 12 

Presiding Officer James WARD adjourned the meeting at 9:02 PM. 13 

14 

15 

APPROVED:  ___________________________________________ 16 

 James WARD, Deputy Presiding Officer 17 

18 

19 

20 

ATTEST:  ______________________________________________ 21 

Amber Renshaw, Clerk  Date Approved: _______________ 22 
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DENALI BOROUGH   
P.O. Box 480 • Healy, Alaska 99743 
Phone: (907) 683-1330 • Fax: (907) 683-1340 
Email: dbgov@denaliborough.com 
Website: www.denaliborough.org 

 Chris Noel, Mayor 
January 2025 Mayor’s Report 

Administrative 

• Save the Date for Winterfest 2025- February 21- 23. As always, this will be a fun-filled and family-friendly
weekend. A full schedule of events will be posted to the Denali Borough website.

• Denali Borough nonprofit grant applications will open in early January. Notification will be sent to all existing
grantees, and available on the borough website.

• For all tax registrations, we now have a year round and seasonal registration option, and we are working with
operators to complete registration for calendar year 2025.

Borough Audit and Financial Update 

• Audit work for the year ending June 30, 2024 (Fiscal Year 2024) was completed by the December deadline. Our
auditor will present a summary to the borough Assembly at their February meeting.

• Our current financial statements reflect tax receipts for the first quarter of Fiscal Year 2025. Summer 2024 (April
– September) Overnight Accommodations Tax revenues are up 18% over the same period in 2023.

Solid Waste 

• Seasonal Heavy Equipment Operator Jeremiah Chisholm has accepted the open permanent Heavy Equipment
Operator Position.

Land Planning 

• Land Planner Marsha Lambert is putting together survey instruction requests for remaining borough Municipal
Entitlement Lands that have not been surveyed. From the request for survey instructions to receiving patent, it
can take 5-10 years. In the meantime, the borough may continue to use and manage these lands, excluding
subdividing and selling the land.

Community Development 

• 12/16 - Scenic Byways Grant submitted by AK DOT&PF in partnership with Denali Borough and the Alaska
Municipal League ($480,000; $60,000 Denali Borough Match, $60,000 AK DOT&PF match) A grant award would
fund design and engineering costs for separated pathway segments in Cantwell, from the Jack River Bridge to
the pullout at MP 211.5, and the Pull out at MP 214 to the Nenana River boat launch.

• 12/20 -  Wildland and Urban Interface Grant submitted by the state Department of Forestry in collaboration
with Denali Borough and volunteer fire departments ($300,000, no Denali Borough match). This grant award
would provide homeowner incentives for Firewise clearing and brush disposal, including resources and training
for the local fire department.

• Continuing to explore multiple funding streams for design, engineering, and construction funding for the
separated pathways projects including Congressionally Designated Spending, the Transportation Alternatives
Program, and the Rural and Tribal Assistance Program, and match assistance from the Denali Commission.

Wishing each of you a healthy and fulfilling 2025, 

- Chris
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