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Planning Commission  
Minutes of the Public Hearing and Regular Meeting  
November 16, 2022 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting 1 

Denali Borough Planning Commission 2 

November 16, 2022 3 

4 

WORK SESSION 5 

CONSIDER CONCEPTUAL DESIGN ELEMENTS FOR A POTENTIAL 6 

RESIDENTIAL SUBDIVISION IN THE LIGNITE AND STAMPEDE RIDGE AREAS 7 

The Planning Commission discussed a variety of items to consider in the 8 

development of a conceptual design for a residential subdivision on borough 9 

property. 10 

11 

PUBLIC HEARING ON AGENDA ITEMS 12 

There was no agenda items to consider. 13 

14 

REGULAR MEETING 15 

CALL TO ORDER  16 

Presiding Officer Kesslyn Tench called the regular meeting to order at 7:36 PM. 17 

18 

ROLL CALL 19 

Planning Commissioners present were: James WARD, Erik HAUGEN, Steve 20 

JONES, Susan BRAUN, Mark MENKE, Baxter MERCER, and Kesslyn TENCH. 21 

Mayor Clay Walker was present. 22 

23 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 24 

There were no public comments. 25 

26 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 27 

Susan BRAUN MOVED to approve the agenda. The motion was seconded. 28 

29 

The VOTE TO APPROVE THE AGENDA PASSED UNANIMOUSLY by show of 30 

hands. 31 

32 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 33 

Susan BRAUN MOVED to approve the October 19, 2022 meeting minutes as 34 

presented.  The MOTION was seconded. 35 

36 

The VOTE TO APPROVE THE MINUTES PASSED UNANIMOUSLY by show of 37 

hands. 38 

39 

CORRESPONDENCE   40 

There was no correspondence. 41 

42 

PLATS AND CONDITIONAL USES 43 

There were no plats and conditional uses to consider. 44 

45 
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REPORTS 1 

MAYOR 2 

Mayor Clay Walker verbally highlighted information provided in the attached written 3 

report (see ATTACHMENT A). 4 

 5 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 6 

Community Development Director Teresa Floberg reported the following: 7 

 The Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) is 8 

available for public comment until November 28, 2022. 9 

 The Denali Borough is conducting a Community Health Needs Assessment 10 

including an online community survey. 11 

 The State Department of Transportation will be conducting an assessment of 12 

our local airports to determine their viability, sustainability and expansion 13 

potential to determine the best scenario for future investment. 14 

 15 

BOROUGH PLANNER 16 

Denali Borough Planner Marsha Lambert reported the following: 17 

 A public comment period is open regarding the gravel pit expansion for the 18 

Mile 252 material site. 19 

 The Alaska Planning Conference will be held in Anchorage in August 2023. 20 

 The addressing database is nearly complete and applications to receive an 21 

address should be available in the next couple weeks. 22 

 23 

PLANNING COMMISSIONER REPORT FROM THE ASSEMBLY MEETING 24 

Commissioner James WARD highlighted items discussed at the November 25 

Assembly Meeting. 26 

 27 

COMMUNICATION AND APPEARANCE REQUEST 28 

There were no communication or appearance requests. 29 

 30 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 31 

There was no unfinished business to consider. 32 

 33 

NEW BUSINESS 34 

CONSIDER AMENDING THE LAND MANAGEMENT PLAN BY CHANGING THE 35 

LAND MANAGEMENT INTENT FOR THE TRI-VALLEY SCHOOL PARCEL AND 36 

TO CORRECT SOME TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS 37 

Steve JONES MOVED to recommend changing the Land Management intent for the 38 

Tri-Valley School Parcel by creating a Tract I with an intent purpose to retain for 39 

future public facility opportunities. The motion was seconded. 40 

 41 

The roll call VOTE TO RECOMMEND THIS CHANGE PASSED unanimously. 42 

 43 

PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE STATEWIDE TRANSPORTATION 44 

IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (STIP) 45 
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Community Development Director Teresa Floberg reviewed the projects identified as 1 

potential recommendations for the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program. 2 

 3 

Baxter MERCER MOVED to approve the list of projects and forward the list to the 4 

Assembly. The motion was seconded. 5 

 6 

The VOTE TO APPROVE AND FORWARD TO THE ASSEMBLY PASSED by 7 

unanimous show of hands. 8 

 9 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 10 

There were no public comments. 11 

 12 

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 13 

Planning Commissioners expressed appreciation for a productive meeting and for 14 

the work and information provided by borough staff. 15 

 16 

PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT TO THE ASSEMBLY  17 

Kesslyn TENCH offered to attend the Wednesday, December 14, 2022 Denali 18 

Borough Assembly meeting and provide the Planning Commission report. 19 

 20 

TIME AND PLACE OF THE NEXT MEETING 21 

The next meeting will be January 18, 2023 at 6:00 PM.  22 

 23 

ADJOURNMENT 24 

Presiding Officer Kesslyn TENCH adjourned the meeting at 8:32 PM. 25 

 26 

APPROVED:  ___________________________________________  27 

                      Kesslyn TENCH, Presiding Officer 28 

 29 

ATTEST:  ______________________________________________ 30 

  Amber Renshaw, Clerk   31 

 32 

Date Approved: _______________ 33 
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DENALI BOROUGH  
P.O. Box 480 • Healy, Alaska 99743 

Phone: (907) 683-1330 • Fax: (907) 683-1340 

Email: dbgov@denaliborough.com 

Website: www.denaliborough.org 

       Clay Walker, Mayor 

November 2022 Mayor’s Report to the Denali Borough Assembly  

This report speaks primarily to non-agenda items. Agenda items will be discussed in meeting. 

Full Value Determination (FVD) 

• The borough received our 2022 FVD from the State Assessor. The full and true value of taxable

real and personal property within the borough was assessed at $398,632,167. This is about a one

percent decline from 2021 when the assessment was $ 402,452,816. This is the first decline I have

seen in this figure. This figure informs our Required Local Contribution to the Denali Borough

School District. Current statute defines that contribution as a 2.65 mill rate levy on the district’s

FVD.

Borough Financial Statements and Audit 

• Our Treasurer Allison Johnson is working with our accounting consultant to finalize the FY22

financial statement and working with our auditor to ensure they have everything they need to

conduct the audit.

• We have received the Denali Borough School District’s audited financial statements.

Congratulations to their team for another clean, or unmodified opinion, audit.

• We plan to present to the Assembly at the January meeting.

Street Addressing Progress 

• The construction of the Geographic Information System (GIS) street addressing database is

progressing well. In the next month, we plan to move into the next project phase, which is to

collect address request applications. After that, information will be verified, then addresses

assigned through the issuance of an official letter.

Invitation to Bid (ITB) for Office Renovation Project 

• The borough is planning to issue an ITB for the necessary renovation work to convert the “old

bank space” into the new borough planning offices. This space will house our Land Planner,

Community Development Director, and have a room for meeting space. It is anticipated that the

Assembly will award of this contract.

Transportation Project Development 

• The borough has submitted the list of requested Community Transportation Program and

Transportation Alternatives Program projects into the Department of Transportation (DOT) portal.

Both the Planning Commission and Assembly reviewed this list prior to submittal.
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• The Planning Commission is reviewing an updated Borough Transportation Needs List (for 

inclusion into the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program) which will also come to the 

Assembly for review. 

Spruce Network Request 

• Toward their goal of establishing a Community Recreation Center, the non-profit Spruce Network 

has requested the borough consider the potential use of borough-owned land on the south side of 

Healy’s School Road. The borough is engaging a process of amending the approved management 

intent of this land, which is currently restricted to school functions. The process will include both 

Planning Commission and Assembly review and approval, as well as School Board input.   

Fall Vaccination Clinic 

• 140 people have signed up to receive influenza and/or covid bivalent vaccinations at the borough-

organized clinic on November 10th. Many thanks to the clinic partners: Division of Public Health, 

Tri-Valley VFD, Horizon Medical, Interior Community Health Center and Denali National Park. 

Annual Alaska Municipal League Conference 

• This conference and business meeting will be held in Anchorage’s Dena’ina Center December 7-9. 

A virtual session of the valuable training called “Newly Elected Officers” will be held on 

November 30th. To register and/or approve travel to attend, contact the borough office.  

MTA Broadband ReConnect Grant Application 

• In the October report, I informed the Assembly of the borough’s support for the proposed upgrade 

of broadband access to 365 service locations from MP186 to MP 235 at a cost of $9 million under 

USDA’s ReConnect grant program. This program included a requirement of tribal consent. The 

Cantwell Village Council declined to provide this consent and MTA pulled the application. 

Thanks to outgoing Assembly member Mark Johnson for your willingness to jump in and fill a 

vacancy and contribute to the governance of the borough.  

 

Happy November, Happy Thanksgiving. As always, feel free to contact me or staff with any questions.  

- Clay 
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