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DENALI BOROUGH, ALASKA
RESOLUTION NO. 25-16

A RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT THE APPLICATION TO RECEIVE
RURAL AND TRIBAL ASSISTANCE PILOT PROGRAM FUNDING FOR
DESIGN OF SEPARATED PEDESTRIAN PATHS IN THE CANTWELL
AREA

WHEREAS, the 2018 Denali Borough Land Use and Economic Development Plan
states a Transportation Goal to “Explore opportunities to build bike and pedestrian
infrastructure along highways and major roads”; and

WHEREAS, the 2022 Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) Study included five
“‘community connector” paths along the Parks Highway, with the Healy to Denali
National Park connector rated a top priority through public engagement; and

WHEREAS, a qualitative assessment done through the PEL Study showed separated
pathways would help achieve important goals identified for the corridor including: safety,
mobility, access and land use, economic vitality, environmental stewardship, and
funding; and

WHEREAS, the Native Village of Cantwell Council supports a separated pedestrian
path through Cantwell; and

WHEREAS, as outlined in the 2025 Community and Outdoor Recreation Plan,
separated pathways along the Parks Highway ranked 2" out of the top 10 recreation
resources the public hopes to see available in our community; and

WHEREAS, this separated path would connect residential areas, community services
and buildings, local businesses, seasonal restaurants and lodging, and recreation
opportunities; and

WHEREAS, the Denali Borough supports year-round economic development
opportunities for the region. The concept of “one more day” represents the idea of
providing more front country opportunities, such as promoting recreational access to
trailheads and pathways along the highway corridor; and

WHEREAS, this grant would fund design and engineering work for 6 miles of separated
pathway and 1 mile of highway realignment in the Cantwell area along MP 209.5 - MP
215.5 of the George Parks Highway. Once this design and engineering phase is
completed, this separated path segment will qualify for several competitive grant
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programs, both federal and state, to construct separated pathways along the highway
corridor; and

WHEREAS, the Denali Borough is an eligible applicant for Rural and Tribal Assistance
Pilot Program and is requesting $1,800,000; and

WHEREAS, the Rural and Tribal Assistance Pilot Program requires no non-federal
matching funds.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Denali Borough Assembly provides its
support for the Denali Borough application to the Rural and Tribal Assistance Pilot
Program to conduct design and engineering work for a separated pathway in the
Cantwell area.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Denali Borough Assembly this 8" day of October,
2025.
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MAYOR CHRIS NOEL

ATTEST: O\w

AMBER RENSHAW, BOROUGH CLERK

VOTE: UNANIMOUS
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