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DENALI BOROUGH, ALASKA 
RESOLUTION NO. 25-19 

  

A RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT THE DENALI BOROUGH’S 
APPLICATION TO THE ALASKA FEDERAL LANDS ACCESS 

PROGRAM 2025 CALL FOR PROJECTS FOR A SEPARATED MULTI-
USE PATHWAY FROM MP 234-237 OF THE GEORGE PARKS 

HIGHWAY AND AUTHORIZES THE DENALI BOROUGH MAYOR TO 
SIGN THE AWARD, IF FUNDED, AND FUTURE PROJECT 

AGREEMENTS. 
 
WHEREAS, the 2015 Denali Borough Comprehensive Plan states a Transportation 
Goal to “´Encourage and support DOT and NPS to develop multi-use paths along Parks 
Highway in communities and heavily-used tourist areas”; and 
 
WHEREAS, the 2015 Denali Borough Comprehensive Plan states two Economic 
Expansion Goals to “Create a sustainable, diversified economic base through 
development of natural resources and expansion of tourist industry” and “Identify and 
promote development, including federal, state, and borough facilities and private 
industry to bring new and increased opportunities into the Denali Borough”; and 
  
WHEREAS, the 2018 Denali Borough Land Use and Economic Development Plan 
states a Transportation Goal to “Explore opportunities to build bike and pedestrian 
infrastructure along highways and major roads”; and 
 
WHEREAS, Resolution 21-16 expressed Assembly support for the planning and 
development of a multi-use trail in the area of the Nenana River Corridor; and 
 
WHEREAS, the 2022 Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) Study included five 
“community connector” paths along the Parks Highway, and the Crabbies Crossing to 
Denali Park Entrance separated pathway was identified as the highest priority segment; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, a qualitative assessment done through the PEL Study showed separated 
pathways would help achieve important goals identified for the corridor: safety, mobility, 
access and land use, economic vitality, environmental stewardship, and funding; and 
 
WHEREAS, as outlined in the 2025 Community and Outdoor Recreation Plan, 
separated pathways along the Parks Highway ranked 2nd out of the top 10 recreation 
resources the public hopes to see available in our community; and 
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WHEREAS, the Denali Borough supports year-round economic development 
opportunities for the region. The concept of “one more day” represents the idea of 
providing more Denali National Park (DNP) frontcountry opportunities, such as 
promoting recreational access to trailheads and pathways along the highway corridor to 
the north and south of the DNP entrance; and 
 
WHEREAS, this separated path is part of a larger planned pathway that would connect 
residential areas, community services and buildings, local businesses, seasonal 
restaurants and lodging, and employee housing with recreation opportunities at Denali 
National Park and Preserve; and 
 
WHEREAS, this separated path would fill a critical safety and connectivity gap between 
existing and planned non-motorized facilities in the entrance area of Denali National 
Park and Preserve including the new Denali National Park wayside at MP 231 and 
funded pedestrian bridge over the Nenana River at Crabbies Crossing; and 
 
WHEREAS, this separated path would be approximately 3-miles long and exist in the 
DOT right of way from approximately MP 234-237 of the George Parks Highway with a 
tie-in connection at both ends to existing and planned trails within Denali National Park 
and Preserve; and 
 
WHEREAS, funding has already been secured for the design and engineering of this 
separated path through federal Congressional Directed Spending funds, which is being 
executed through a Memorandum of Agreement with the Alaska Department of 
Transportation and Facilities; and   
 
WHEREAS, federal monies are available under the Federal Lands Access Program 
(FLAP) for the purpose of improving transportation facilities that provide access to 
Federal Lands with an emphasis on high-use recreation sites and economic generators; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Denali Borough will commit to maintenance and operation 
responsibilities for the life of the project and thus is an eligible applicant for the Federal 
Lands Access Program due the borough’s vested maintenance responsibility; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Denali Borough is requesting $2,141,379.68 in construction funds and 
the FLAP program requires no non-federal matching funds; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Denali Borough Assembly supports the 
Denali Borough project proposal to the FLAP program for the construction of a 
separated pathway from MP 234-237 of the George Parks Highway.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, The FLAP funding may be used in partnership with 
Alaska Department of Transportation and NPS to complete the construction of this 
separated path. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED by the Denali Borough Assembly this XXth day of XXXX 
2025. 
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______________________________________________ 
MAYOR CHRIS NOEL 

ATTEST: ___________________________________ 
AMBER RENSHAW, BOROUGH CLERK 

VOTE: unanimous 


